
65C-14.010 General Sanitation and Safety. 

(1) Prior to the issuance of a license or to relicensing, the facility shall be inspected by a representative of the department, the 

county health unit, and the local fire department, or persons trained by the office of the State Fire Marshall in fire prevention and 

safety in accordance with state or local ordinances and codes. Written approval of health and sanitary conditions and fire prevention 

and protection measures must be on file. The following measures shall be used to inspect the health and sanitation standards in 

residential child caring agencies with a capacity of up to 12 clients; 
(a) Food shall be clean and wholesome. Wholesome foods are those that are in sound condition and do not contain any 

substance or chemical that may render it harmful to health. Clean food is free from spoilage and safe for human consumption. 

(b) Home canned food shall not be used. 

(c) Food shall be protected from dust, flies, rodents, and other vermin, unclean equipment and utensils, unnecessary handling, 

cough/sneezes, flooding by sewage, overhead leakage and all other sources of contamination at all times during storage, food 

preparation, transportation both on and off premises, and service. The kitchen shall be kept clean and in good repair, this includes 

the equipment and utensils. 

(d) Potentially hazardous food is any perishable food which consists in whole or in part of milk or milk products, eggs, meat, 

poultry, fish, shellfish, or other ingredients, including synthetic ingredients, in a form capable of supporting rapid and progressive 

growth of infectious or toxigenic microorganisms. Potentially hazardous foods must be kept at safe temperatures, 41 degrees 

Fahrenheit or below or 140 degrees Fahrenheit or above, except during necessary period of preparation and service. Potentially 

hazardous food shall not have been out of temperature for more than 4 cumulative hours during the course of thawing, preparation, 

service and cooling. 

(e) At least one sink with hot and cold potable water under pressure shall be provided in the food preparation area. 

(f) Refrigeration units and hot food storage units shall be provided with a numerically scaled indicating thermometer accurate to 

plus or minus 3 degrees Fahrenheit. The thermometer shall be located in the warmest or coldest part of the units as may be 

applicable and of such type and so situated that the temperature can be easily and readily observed. 

(g) Food containers shall be labeled with their contents and dated. Prior to the food being placed into the freezer, the container 

must be clearly marked to indicate the date of freezing; and the container must be clearly marked to indicate that the food shall be 

consumed within 24 hours of thawing. When the food is removed from the freezer, the container must be clearly marked to indicate 

the date of thawing. 

(h) Water temperature shall not exceed 120 degrees Fahrenheit to avoid scalding. Adequate hot water shall be provided at a 

minimum of 100 degrees Fahrenheit. 

(i) Agencies not served by a municipal water supply shall test the water before licensure and then annually. The test results must 

be submitted to the local county health department in writing by the testing laboratory. Testing can be obtained through the local 

county health department or a certified independent laboratory. Test results must be negative for bacteriological contamination as 

determined by the local county health department. Positive test results require the facility to use potable water from a source 

approved by law for the purpose of drinking, cooking, and oral contact, until test results are negative. 

(j) Effective measures shall be utilized to minimize the presence of rodents, flies, cockroaches and other vectors and vermin on 

the premises. Effective measures shall include any method or device or the application of any substance to prevent, destroy, repel 

mitigate, curb, control any pest in, on or under the structure or lawn. 

(k) There shall be at least one functioning toilet, washbasin, and tub or shower for every six children. 

(l) Laundry facilities shall be located in an area separate from areas occupied by children. If children are allowed to participate 

in the laundering of their personal items, space for sorting, drying, and ironing shall be made available. If children are using the 

laundry facilities they shall be supervised by a staff member. 

(m) The facility shall have telephones, centrally located and readily available for staff use in each living unit of the facility. 

Emergency numbers such as the fire department, police, hospital, physician, poison control center, and ambulance shall be posted by 

each telephone. In lieu of this requirement wilderness camps and short-term wilderness programs shall have a system in place that 

provides for an immediate response in case of an emergency. The system must include the ability to immediately notify appropriate 

agency staff, police, fire department, physician, poison control center, ambulance or other emergency services that may be needed. 

(n) If firearms are present in the facility, the program director shall be required to sign the Acknowledgement of Firearms Safety 

Requirements form, CF-FSP 5343, March 2010, which is incorporated by reference and available at 

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/reference.asp?NO=Ref-01318. 

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/reference.asp?NO=Ref-01318


(o) Poisons and toxic substances shall be prominently and distinctly marked, labeled as to contents, kept stored under lock and 

key, and used in a manner as not to contaminate food or constitute a hazard to children. 

1. No poisonous or toxic materials shall be present in residential child caring agencies except those used for maintaining the 

establishment, cleaning and sanitizing equipment and utensils, and controlling insects and rodents. 

2. Sanitizers, detergents, or other cleaning compounds shall be stored separately from insecticides, rodenticides and other 

poisonous or toxic materials using methods such as different storage cabinets or separate areas of a room, 

(2) Pursuant to Section 409.175, F.S., the following measures shall be used to inspect the health and sanitation standards in a 

residential child caring agency with a capacity more than 12 clients; 

(a) Kitchen. 

1. The floor surfaces in kitchens, all the rooms and areas in which food is stored or prepared and in which utensils are washed or 

stored, shall be of smooth, nonabsorbent material and constructed so they can be easily cleaned and shall be kept clean and in good 

repair. 

2. The walls and shelving of all food preparation areas, food storage areas and utensil washing areas shall have smooth, easily 

cleanable surfaces. Walls shall be washable up to the highest level reached by splash or spray. 

3. Hot and cold running water under pressure shall be easily accessible where food is prepared and where utensils are washed. 

4. A residential use dishwasher shall be provided for ware washing. 

(b) Food Supplies. Food is any raw, cooked or processed edible substance, ice, beverage or ingredient used or intended for use 

in whole, or in part, for human consumption. Food received or used in a residential child caring agency shall be from sources 

approved or considered satisfactory by the Department. 

(c) Food Protection. 

1. Food, while being transported, stored or prepared at a residential child caring agency, shall be protected from dust, flies, 

rodents or other vermin, toxic materials, unclean equipment and utensils, unnecessary handling, coughs and sneezes, flooding by 

sewage, overhead leakage and all other sources of contamination. 

2. Different types of raw animal products such as beef, fish, lamb, pork or poultry shall be separated during storage and 

processing by use of different containers, partitions, shelves, or by cleaning and sanitizing the equipment between product use. 

3. Raw food products shall be physically separated from ready-to-eat food products during display or storage by storing the raw 

products below ready-to-eat food products or using other approved methods. 

4. Perishable food is any food of such type or in such condition as my spoil. Perishable food shall be stored at such temperatures 

as will protect against spoilage. All potentially hazardous food shall be kept at safe temperatures, 41 degrees Fahrenheit or below 

and 140 degrees Fahrenheit or above, except during necessary periods of preparation and service. 

5. Potentially hazardous foods which are to be served without further cooking, such as ham salad, chicken salad, egg salad, 

shrimp salad, lobster salad, tuna salad, potato salad and other mixed foods containing potentially hazardous ingredients or dressings 

shall be prepared from chilled products with a minimum of manual contact. The surfaces of containers and the utensils used for 

preparation and subsequent storage shall have been effectively cleaned and sanitized immediately prior to use. Potentially hazardous 

food requiring refrigeration after preparation shall be rapidly cooled to an internal temperature of 41 degrees Fahrenheit or below. 

The cooling period shall not exceed four hours. Potentially hazardous foods of large volume or prepared in large quantities shall be 

rapidly cooled, utilizing one or more of the following methods based on the type of food being cooled: 

a. Placing the food in shallow pans; 

b. Separating the food into smaller or thinner portions; 

c. Using rapid cooling equipment; 

d. Stirring the food in a container placed in an ice water bath; 

e. Using containers that facilitate heat transfer; 

f. Adding ice as an ingredient; or 

g. Other effective methods approved by the department. 

6. Frozen potentially hazardous food shall be thawed: 

a. In refrigerated units at a temperature not to exceed 41 degrees Fahrenheit; or 

b. Under cold potable running water with sufficient water velocity to agitate and float off loosened food particles into the 

overflow and: 

(I) For a period of time that does not allow thawed portions of ready-to-eat food to rise above 41ºF; or 



(II) For a period of time that does not allow thawed portions of a raw animal food requiring cooking to be above 41ºF for more 

than 4 hours including the time the food is exposed to the running water and the time needed for preparation for cooking; or 

c. In a microwave oven; or 

d. As part of the conventional cooking process. 

7. Raw, unprocessed fruits and vegetables shall be thoroughly washed in potable water to remove any existing contaminants 

before being cut, combined with other ingredients, cooked, or served. 

8. Comminuted meat is fish or meat products that are reduced in size and restructured or reformulated such as gyros, ground 

beef, and sausage; Comminuted meat products shall be thoroughly cooked to heat all parts of the meat to a minimum temperature of 

155 degrees Fahrenheit for at least 15 seconds. 

9. Stuffings, poultry, stuffed meats and stuffed poultry shall be heated throughout to a minimum temperature of 165 degrees 

Fahrenheit for at least 15 seconds. 

10. Raw animal products such as eggs, fish, lamb, pork or beef, except roast beef, and foods containing these raw ingredients, 

shall be cooked to an internal temperature of 145 degrees Fahrenheit or above for at least 15 seconds. Fresh, frozen, or canned fruits 

and vegetables that are cooked for hot holding shall be cooked to a minimum temperature of 140 degrees Fahrenheit. 

11. Microwave Cooking. Raw animal food cooked in a microwave oven shall be: 

a. Rotated or stirred throughout or midway during cooking to compensate for uneven distribution of heat; 

b. Covered to retain surface moisture; 

c. Heated to a temperature of at least 165°F throughout all parts of the food; and 

d. Allowed to stand covered for 2 minutes after cooking to obtain temperature equilibrium. 

12. Food shall be prepared with the least possible manual contact, with suitable utensils, and on surfaces that prior to use have 

been cleaned, rinsed and sanitized to prevent cross contamination. Potentially hazardous foods that have been cooked and then 

refrigerated shall be reheated rapidly to a minimum of 165 degrees Fahrenheit for 15 seconds throughout all parts of the food before 

being served or before being placed in a hot food storage equipment. Ready-to-eat food taken from a commercially processed, 

hermetically sealed container (a container designed and intended to be secure against the entry of microorganisms to maintain the 

commercial sterility of its contents after processing) or from an intact package from a food processing plant, shall be heated to a 

temperature of a least 140 degrees Fahrenheit. Precooked, pre-packaged food from approved sources shall be exempt from this rapid 

reheating requirement when the food is initially removed from the original package, prepared for service, and not cooked for hot 

holding. Steam tables, bainmaries, warmers and similar hot food holding equipment are prohibited for the rapid reheating of 

potentially hazardous foods. 

13. Food, whether raw or prepared, if removed from the container or package in which it was obtained, shall be stored in a clean 

covered container except during necessary periods of preparation or service. Container covers shall be nonabsorbent, except that 

linens or napkins may be used for lining or covering bread or roll serving containers. Solid cuts of meat shall be protected by being 

covered in storage. Food and containers of food shall not be stored under exposed or unprotected sewer lines or water lines, except 

for automatic fire protection sprinkler heads that may be required by fire safety rules. The storage of food in toilet rooms, locker 

rooms, dressing rooms, garbage rooms, or vestibules is prohibited. Unless its identity is unmistakable, bulk food such as cooking oil, 

syrup, salt, sugar or flour not stored in the product container or package in which it was obtained, shall be stored in a container 

identifying the food by common name. Food not subject to further washing or cooking before serving shall be stored in a way that 

protects it against cross contamination from food requiring washing or cooking. Packaged food shall not be stored in contact with 

water or undrained ice. Food shall be stored a minimum of 6 inches above the floor, on clean shelves, racks, dollies or other clean 

surfaces in such a manner as to be protected from splash and other contamination provided that: 

a. Metal pressurized beverage containers and cased food packaged in cans, glass or other waterproof containers need not be 

elevated when the food container is not exposed to floor moisture; or 

b. Racks and dollies used for food storage are easily movable. 

14. Potentially hazardous food, date marking requirements. 

a. Refrigerated, ready-to-eat, potentially hazardous food prepared and held for more than 24 hours in a facility shall be clearly 

marked with the date of preparation. 

b. When ready to eat, potentially hazardous food is to be subsequently frozen, in addition to the date of preparation, the food 

shall comply with the following: 

(I) Prior to the food being placed into the freezer, the container must be clearly marked to indicate the date of freezing; and 



(II) The container must be clearly marked to indicate that the food shall be consumed within 24 hours of thawing. 

(III) When the food is removed from the freezer, the container must be clearly marked to indicate the date of thawing. 

15. Ready-to-eat, potentially hazardous food, disposition. Refrigerated, ready-to-eat, potentially hazardous food, shall be 

discarded if not served within 7 calendar days from the date of preparation, excluding the time that the product is frozen. 

16. All food shall be served in such a manner as to minimize contamination as follows: 

a. To avoid unnecessary manual contact with food, suitable dispensing utensils shall be used by staff or provided to residents 

who serve themselves. 

b. Food within containers such as bins of sugar or flour, with the dispensing utensil handle extended out of the food; must be 

clean and dry. 

17. Ice obtained from outside the residential child caring agency shall be handled and transported and stored in a sanitary 

manner. 

18. Food while being transported between residential child caring agencies or while being transported from a residential child 

caring agency to another location shall be in covered containers or otherwise wrapped or packaged to ensure protection from 

contamination. Potentially hazardous foods shall be kept at safe temperatures during all periods of transportation and delivery. Food 

utensils shall be completely wrapped or packaged to protect them from contamination. 

a. The use of sanitizers, cleaning compounds or other compounds intended for use on food-contact surfaces shall not leave a 

toxic residue on such surfaces or constitute a hazard to employees or consumers. Sanitize means the effective treatment of clean 

surfaces of equipment and utensils by an approved process which provides enough accumulative heat or concentration of chemicals 

for enough time that when evaluated for effectiveness a reduction in disease microorganisms is evident. 
b. Poisonous or toxic materials shall not be used in a way that contaminates food, equipment, or utensils, nor in any way that 

constitutes a hazard to staff or other persons, nor in a way other than in full compliance with the manufacturer’s labeling. 

c. First-aid supplies and personal medications shall be stored in a way which prevents their contaminating food or food-contact 

surfaces. 

d. Poisonous or toxic materials shall be stored separate from food, food equipment, utensils, or single-service articles. 

(3) The following measures shall be used to inspect recreational areas in all residential child caring agencies. 

(a) The recreational area shall be safe and free from hazardous conditions. Recreational equipment shall have no jagged or sharp 

projections or other hazardous construction, and shall be maintained in a structurally sound condition. 

(b) Outdoor recreational areas shall be well drained and kept free of litter and trash. 

(c) If swimming pools, spas, hot tubs or open water hazards are located on the property of a community based residential 

facility, the facility shall provide direct supervision by an adult employee when in use or when the area is occupied by minors and 

other residents that cannot swim. The individual responsible for supervision during water activities or near water hazards must have 

successfully completed the community water safety course specified in paragraph (b) below. 

1. A wading or kiddy pool is not allowed. 

2. All community based residential facilities with swimming pools, spas, or open water hazards must have a person on staff who 

has completed a community water safety course administered by the American Red Cross or the YMCA. 

3. A community based residential facility with a pool or spa has a barrier on all sides at least four feet high. All access through 

the barrier shall have one of the following safety features: alarm, key lock, self-locking doors, bolt lock or other lock that is not 

accessible to children. Hot tubs and spas shall be required to have a safety cover that is locked when not in use. 

4. Water safety devices shall be provided for residential pools. A shepherd’s hook shall be provided securely attached to a one 

piece pole not less than 16 feet in length, and at least one 18 inch diameter lifesaving ring with sufficient rope attached to reach all 

parts of the pool from the pool deck. Safety equipment shall be mounted in a conspicuous place and be readily available for use. 

Rulemaking Authority 409.175 FS. Law Implemented 409.175 FS. History–New 7-1-87, Formerly 10M-9.019, Amended 6-3-12. 

 


